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Dates to Remember 

Sunday 21st February 
Open Mixed Round Robin 
 
Saturday 27th February— Monday 
1st March 
Club Championship  Events 
 
Sunday 14th March 
Men’s and Ladies Round Robin 
 
Saturday 27th March 
Club Championship Finals 
 
Saturday 15th May 
NTC Awards Night 

Committee 2020/21 

President:      Janet Ferreira 

Vice President:      Neil Croker 

Treasurer:      Dave Mofflin 

Secretary/Manager:     John Detwiler 

Sponsorship:      Nathalie Smalberger 

Club Captain:      Carolyn  Choong 

Men’s League:      Neil Croker 

Women’s League:       Helen Morgan 

General Committee:    Suresh Sakar 

        Michael Nowak 

       Warren Vickers 

From the President  Janet Ferreira 
 
Writing this article from lockdown seems somewhat surreal 

having been living in a bubble within a bubble for the past 

10 months. As I enter the last 6 months of my presidency I can hear the clock 

loudly ticking as I feel the pressure to achieve the things I set out to do in the 

hopes of leaving some sort of legacy in my wake.  

 

We began the 2020/21 season with a bustling Opening Day and Junior Open 

Day in October. We had a full house with many visitors attending and a 

jubilant atmosphere with an array of food and spritz on tap! The season was 

officially opened by our Patron Bill Marmion, Major Sponsor Gordon Davies 

and the Vice President of Tennis West Brett Patten. It was also lovely to have 

Alistair Brown attend to unveil the bench donated in memory of his father 

Douglas. Junior Open Day once again exceeded our expectations thanks to 

Warren and his team and members of the committee for pulling this off. It 

took 200 sausages, a variety of activities and a well-stocked bar to quell the 

storm of children and parents who descended on the club.  

 

The following morning we hosted Tennis Seniors State Champs Doubles 

events which coincided with junior pre-season league training, creating 

another hive of activity as many availed themselves of our great facilities. In 

mid-November we hosted Reabold Tennis Club for our annual ‘social’ tennis 

event which was a glorious afternoon of great tennis and good company, in 

spite of the fact Reabold were victorious. Our league season got underway the 

following week with Nedlands being represented by 18 senior and 18 junior 

teams in Tennis West competition.  

 

The first of our Club Champs Round Robin events at the end of November was 

hotly contested but unfortunately rained off in the latter stages. This caused a 

bit of a furore and required some players to return the following week to 

settle the score with sheep stations up for grabs. Our second event in early 

January, with over 50 players, was less eventful but nonetheless embraced by 

all participants. Christmas at the club this year had an Australian flavour with 

glazed ham and salads on offer.  

 

With the start of 2021 our preparations for our annual Australian Ranking and 

Money Tournament began in earnest. We were very excited to be holding this 

event again as, due to Covid, there had been no such tournaments since 

March last year.  

All enquiries to: 

nedlandstennis@bigpond.com 

PO Box 234 NEDLANDS  6009 

February 2021 

mailto:nedlandstennis@bigpond.com
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SPONSORS 

 

The club and its members appreciate 
your support and all the help that 
you have given us 

Please get behind all our great sponsors 

and advertisers where you can.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Gordon Davies who once again stepped up as our naming rights 

sponsor to provide the prize money for the AMT and to Richard Choong for 

donating the Trophies.  The event ran over 4 days from 18th to 21st January 

attracting 300 entries with about 400 matches played over the course. As 

Tournament Director, I was very ably assisted by Nat Smalberger, Mel English, Ali 

Webster and Barb Nowak, who managed the canteen. Many others volunteered 

their time, donated baked goods, meals & other supplies, loaned equipment and 

provided general support to help make this event another great success. It is 

always a delight to see our facilities being used to their full potential and so many 

people soaking up the wonderful aspects of our club. The much needed funds 

raised through this event definitely make it worthwhile however, it wouldn’t be 

possible without club members putting up their hands to help.  Hot on its heels our 

Australia Day Tennis & Brunch was well supported and a vibrant morning. After a 

couple of sets, champagne and orange juice went down a treat!  
 

For the past 4 months we have been running a new Young Adult Social tennis 

initiative for both members and non-members which is proving to be popular, 

along with Beginners social and a Summer event for parents of junior club players 

and Tennis HQ clients. We are always looking for new ways to embrace a broader 

demographic and entice lapsed players back to the game.                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Young Adult Social Tennis Christmas Event 

We have recently applied for a Community Sporting & Recreation Facilities Fund 

Grant for the upgrading of our synthetic courts however, we are not overly 

optimistic as this process is extremely competitive, the project is not regarded as a 

high priorty by the Department of Sport & Recreation and the life cycle costs of 

synthetic courts relative to plexipave are very high. We are also in the process of 

applying for a Heritage Grant for some structural works and painting required on 

the club house and seeking a contribution from the City of Nedlands for 

refurbishing our kitchen.  
 

With a couple of months of the summer season remaining now is the time to take 

advantage of our beautiful grass courts which are playing well. You will be glad to 

hear that this year we will be keeping 6 grass courts open throughout the winter 

which will alleviate  court shortages at peak times and provide us with more 

options. 
 

Finally I would like to encourage you all to think about having a go in our upcoming 

Club Championships over the Labour Day long weekend. This may well be your 

moment to shine or at least stack yourself up against your fellow members! 

FROM THE PRESIDENT Cont…. 

Gordon Davies Real Estate 

Zerascapes 

Chelsea Psychology 

Cooper & Lourie 

Broadway Nedlands 

Tennis Only 

Perth Radiological Clinic 

Nedlands Physiotherapy 
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Captain’s Report   Carolyn Choong 
 

What is Saturday social tennis and how does it run? These are questions I have 
been asked in recent months when I come across people who are keen to get 
back tennis after a long hiatus or simply people who have been in ah .. those glorious bas-
ket feed drills and classes for a while. The thought of coming to social tennis by them-
selves almost always make them break out in a sweat and I can almost hear their hearts 
beating a little faster and louder! Let me share my very first Saturday social experience .. it 
was about 4.5 years ago when I was introduced into the club by Judy and Kon Kozak. I had 
literally thought tennis was once a week of basket feed drills, a bit of running around the 
court, come back and repeat next week. It was after all my world of tennis for 2 years. 

 

 Then I discovered social tennis. It’s like changing dancing partners every 30 minutes and 
wow they feed you food and buy you drinks afterwards. How much fun?? Lucia Agnello 
and Ann Solar were the first 2 ladies I met on court that day. Very encouraging, warm and 
welcoming. I came back the next week and the week after and most Saturdays since then. 
In a time when all I wanted to do was to improve my tennis, this social Saturday crew have 
been my biggest support and encouragement!  In case I am biased ( who wouldn’t be, 
right? ) here are a few of our happy Saturday vegemites sharing their views:  

Describe your very first Saturday social tennis experience: 

“It was petrifying! Took me a year to pluck up the courage to come down. Had lots of les-
sons before I felt able to face the group and play on Saturdays. I remember one of my first 
matches was with Julie Lilburne who was so lovely and supportive and made me feel very 
welcome. Absolutely loved it and couldn’t believe it had taken me so long to get down 
there in the first place.“   Rachel Palmer  

“Trying a new sports club by yourself can be quite intimidating but everyone was very wel-
coming and introduced themselves. I had only just started playing tennis and this was the 
first time I’d ever played on grass so I had a lot of fun. No one got upset when I made mis-
takes (e.g getting aced by Gordon Davies twice in the same game). I had the same enjoya-
ble experience each Saturday I visited so it was an easy decision become a member.”   
Alex Tang  

“It was so long ago perhaps 1995 or 1996 - hard to remember ..I was a very quiet introvert 
in those days believe it or not. Very nervous, I only joined because Vicki  was invited by 
then president Helen Morgan to play midweek ladies Div 1. I thought if she is changing 
clubs, I should follow suit. Membership were much larger in those days, took a little while 
to make friends but I’ve never looked back. Even though i  live further away now would 
never want to change clubs.”   Ken Houston aka our bar stocker for the last 20 years!  

“Coming to a new club is always a daunting task. As a newbie who hadn't played tennis 
regularly since high school (over 20 years ago), my rust really showed. Speed and relative 
youth could not overcome the rust. Nevertheless despite the constant errors, I was warm-
ly welcomed with smiles and encouragement, leading to enjoyable games paired with 
partners of various skill and ages. Nedlands Tc is particularly social and inclusive, which led 
me to come to social again and eventually join the club.”   Senq Lee 

“I used it as warm up for my Saturday doubles match!  That was how it all started for me. 
As a past member (and short lived committee member) it was very nice to be welcomed 
back to Nedlands for a few weeks of social tennis when I came back to Perth for holidays 
recently. I was lucky enough to be welcomed and included by all members. Due to COVID 
and other circumstances, I have not had the opportunity to play much during 2020, my 
tennis level is nowhere was it once was, all members were supportive and encouraging 
both on and off the court. I am excited to return to Nedlands Tennis Club when I return 
back to Perth.”    Kate Barblett 

ADVERTISERS 

For Sponsors and Advertisers seeking to 

support the Club please contact Nathalie for 

advertising opportunities.  

Nathalie Smalberger   

 smalberger@westnet.com.au 

 

Advertisers can have their business logo 

promoted through our newsletter and 

website for $500. 

 

Please support all our great Advertisers.  

Thank you to the  following advertisers . 

 

Say ‘Nedlands 10’ for a  10% discount 

mailto:smalberger@westnet.com.au
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League News             Helen Morgan 
 
 
After having the 2019/2020 summer league season cut short by the COVID lockdown all league players 
relished the opportunity of competing against players from other clubs during the 2020/2021 summer league 
rounds held before Christmas. 
 
The pre-Christmas matches provided some interesting, if not inspiring tennis, and more importantly were followed by some 
buzzing socialising at the club on Wednesday and Thursday evenings. The Wednesday ladies all elected to play in a new 8 set 
competition rather than the traditional 12 set competition thereby allowing plenty of time to enjoy lunch at various local 
establishments. 
 
After the completion of 9 or 10 of 14 rounds 9 of our 18 teams are well positioned, sitting in the top four on their competition’s 
ladder, with other teams still having the opportunity to make a run to the finals. 
 
After the summer break league players were eagerly anticipating the second half rounds, and were particularly interested in 
the outcome of the 3 derby matches scheduled between teams in the same competition namely the Wednesday Ladies’ team 
Morgan v team Nowak match, the Wednesday Night Men’s team Clarke v team Dodd match and the team Lilburne v team 
Mofflin match. 
 
Unfortunately, despite great local interest in these derbies, lack of enthusiasm from the tennis gods resulted in all matches 
being postponed due to the COVID lockdown. 
 
This was especially disappointing for team Morgan whose members had been looking forward to wearing their leopard skin 
uniform, especially sourced from Queensland, in a bid to scare off team Nowak who had all come dressed in black on the 
previous encounter. 
 
At the time of writing the plan is to play the round 10 midweek fixtures in the week following the 14th round with the semi -
finals and finals to be delayed by a week. 
However in these unpredictable times we need to just be grateful for and try and enjoy any match we are able to play. 
 
 

Nedlands Tennis Club Round Robin Results 

Senior Mixed RR event: 

Peter & Helen Morgan won the Leopard Group with runner-up going to Mike and Barb Nowak.  

Suresh Sakar and Ruhi Lacey won the Lions Group with runner-up going to Dean Hannell and Lisa McCusker.  

Janet and Graham won the Rhinos Group with runner-up going to Deb and Julian.  

Anne Love and Nigel Shaw, Peter Barratt and Penny Oldfield, and Alex Tang and Monika Peterson are all still in contention 
awaiting one more set to be played in the Buffaloes Group. 

 

Open Men’s and Women’s RR event: 

Cockatoos won by Frank Sweeney and Ian Love, runner up Richard Clarke and Mike Nowak 

Ravens won by Alan Lane and Jon Darmago, runner up Suresh Sakar and Dean Hannell 

Magpies won by Tony Morgan and Andrew Stanbury, runner up Roger Liu and Nick Palmer 

Galahs won by Tricia Herkess and Liz Schmitt, runner up Helen Morgan and Ali Webster 

Lorikeets won by Rachel Palmer and Flick York, runner up Anne Love and Mel English 
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Coaches Corner        Warren Vickers 
 
 

Welcome back to another year of tennis! With the new world that we are ever coming to terms with, it is 
great when you have places and activities which allow you to feel like “normal”. Tennis has been a great 
steady ship in the storms, with our ability to stay socially distant whilst playing, it has allowed us to stay 
connected with our tennis families.  
 
Here at TennisHQ we are passionate about all aspects of tennis and for every player to get the most out of our sport. We will 
always aim to provide a comfortable, safe environment for you to play tennis. During the various stages of lockdown and 
restrictions in 2020, we were able to tailor our coaching programs and services to maximise playing opportunities for all of our 
members, clients and the general public. As we have seen recently, the changes can be sudden and we hope to always be able 
to find flexibility and adaptability to the conditions we are under and always provide a reliable outlet for your sporting options.  
 
TERM 1 “THE BUSY TERM” 
As a parent, I understand how hectic term one can be! Here at the club we will be restarting our coaching programs after our 
six weeks of holiday programs. Finding time for your children’s out of school activities is always challenging at the start of the 
new year as class times change, school obligations are outlined and juggling taxi runs for multiple kids at a time!  
Summer is our busy time and despite having no Hopman Cup or ATP Cup in Perth this year, we trust that you will still be 
watching the summer of tennis on TV and cheering on your favourite Aussie players and marvelling at the best player in the 
world.  
 
JUNIOR LEAGUE 
Junior league kicks off again for the second half of the season and I’m sure winter sports will start their sign ups and pre-season 
training this term too. We will of course be opening our Winter Junior League nominations during this term in preparation for 
terms two and three.  
 
If you are looking for more court time and match practice, make sure you sign up for Singles ladder for green and yellow 
players and Team Tennis for Orange, Green and Yellow players.  
 
JUNIOR CLUB CHAMPS 
The end of the summer of tennis always culminates in our Club Championships, we hope all of our junior league players will 
participate in this event. There will be round robin singles and doubles events for all levels of players. Stay tuned for more 
details about playing dates and sign ups 
 
JUNIOR CLUB 
We are back on Fridays, 4.30 – 5.30pm, all players welcome! Remember that Junior Club tennis is free for members! Non 
members are most welcome too at a cost of $12 per child, this includes tennis and food! The bar is always cheerfully manned 
by one of our club volunteers, it’s the best way to end the week and kick off the weekend.  
 
FAREWELL COACH ADAM 
It has come to the sad time where we must say goodbye to one of our popular coaches; Adam Falla. Adam has been a 
wonderful asset to our coaching team over the years and we will miss his energy and passion for coaching. In 2020 he 
completed his Masters in Education and has been offered a full time teaching position. We wish him the best for his future 
endeavours and for his new family life ahead. You may still catch him around the club helping us out with coaching when time 
permits, but for now send him your best regards.  
 



 

6 

Coaches Corner cont… 

 
TIP OF THE MONTH – ACCEPTING ERRORS 

The most common finish to a rally in tennis is an unforced error, around 70 percent of the time, no matter what level of player 

you are! So how can this be? Surely better players make fewer errors? The most common reason people come for tennis les-

sons is the desire to make less errors on court.  

 

The truth is that the quality of the made shots is not accounted for in the search for error reduction. If you compare yourself 

to a player above your level who you may aspire to be more like, they probably make fewer errors than you do, when they 

play at your level. However put them against a player at their level and you will find they will make errors with the same fre-

quency you will when you play someone at your level.  

 

The key to understanding this is that as you improve as a player, you also increase your expectations. Once you can hit the ball 

harder, deeper, closer to lines, you aspire to hit the ball harder, deeper and even closer to lines. With the desire to improve 

and play at the new level comes an element of risk and a loss of control to perform the more difficult strokes.  

 

The final important point is understanding WHEN errors occur. A beginner player might make an error every second shot, an 

intermediate player every fourth shot and an advanced player ever sixth shot as an example. So we can see if we set up some 

dummy match scenarios how errors might play out.  

 

Beginner vs Beginner : we would expect an error every second shot. Average rally length 1-2 strokes.  

Beginner vs Intermediate : the intermediate can generally hit three strokes in a row but the beginner cannot, so we expect the 

beginner to make an error off of one of the three strokes hit in by the intermeditate. Average rally length 2-4 strokes.  

Intermediate vs Intermediate : with both players able to rally longer before the error we see “more tennis” but in the end an 

error will occur after three of four made shots. Average rally length 3 – 5 strokes.  

 

So you can see the rally length capacity shall surely increase with increasing ability, however making an error on the second 

shot verses the eighth shot does not affect the outcome which still gets recorded as one error. Therefore working with this 

logic, every ball you don’t make an error from is one more opportunity your opponent has to make the error. 

 

HAPPY HITTING  

Warren & Team at TENNISHQ 
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  Duty Captain Afternoon Tea Duty Bar/RSA Duty Event 

10-Oct-20 Carolyn Choong Committee Members Committee Opening Day - Bring A Plate 

17-Oct-20 Penny Oldfield Karen Jackson Alan Bruce   

24-Oct-20 Peter Schmitt Annette and Ken Johnson Judy King   

31-Oct-20 Alan Boynton Richard Clarke Ruhi Lacey   

7-Nov-20 John Detwiler Steve Kerr Deb Lord 3 Nov - Melbourne Cup Tennis, Lunch & Sweep 

14-Nov-20 Peter French Tricia Herkess Rachel Palmer 15 Nov - NTC vs Reabold Bi Club Match 

21-Nov-20 Rob Storer Pat Jonklaas Anne Love   

28-Nov-20 Gordon Royle Mark Lawrence Trish Heath 29 Nov - Vets Mixed RR  

5-Dec-20 Carolyn Choong Kon Kozak Carolyn Choong   

12-Dec-20 Penny Oldfield Senq Lee Mandy Thomas Christmas Party - Afternoon Tea & BBQ 

19-Dec-20 Peter Schmitt Cecile Leach & Lyn Powell Yasuko Nagai   

26-Dec-20 Alan Boynton Volunteers Needed Volunteers Needed Boxing Day 

2-Jan-21 John Detwiler Peter Barrett Lucia Agnello   

9-Jan-21 Peter French Suzanne Berry & Ann Solar Nathalie Smalberger 10 Jan Open Men's & Ladies RR* 

16-Jan-21 Rob Storer Susan Tay Janet Ferreira   

23-Jan-21 Gordon Royle Rob Tucker  Helen Morgan    

30-Jan-21 Carolyn Choong Tim Gattorna Alison Gattorna 26 Jan Australia Day Breakfast & Play 

6-Feb-20 Penny Oldfield Jim English Mel English Summer Cooler 

13-Feb-21 Peter Schmitt Peggy Darmago Pip Micalizzi   

20-Feb-21 Alan Boynton Lisa Boynton Frank Sweeney 21 Feb - Open Mixed RR 

27-Feb-21 John Detwiler Jacques Prudent Ken Houston Labour Day Long Weekend - Club Championship 

6-Mar-21 Peter French Nerida Allen & Steve French Di Bowman   

13-Mar-21 Rob Storer Peter Ammon Bridget Ammon 14 March - Vets Men's & Ladies RR 

20-Mar-21 Gordon Royle Mike Nowak Barb Nowak   

27-Mar-21 Penny Oldfield Lisa McCusker Steve Hollier Club Championship Finals 

3-Apr-21 Carolyn Choong Marian Aylmore Carolyn Choong Easter Weekend 

10-Apr-21 Peter Schmitt Liz Schmitt Peter Schmitt T1 School Holidays 

17-Apr-21 Alan Boynton Frank Woodmore & Penny Oldfield Ali Webster T1 School Holidays 

24-Apr-21 John Detwiler Mike Glynn Ruhi Lacey Anzac Day Long Weekend 

1-May-21 Peter French Peter French  Noel Hart   

8-May-21 Rob Storer Thea Hannell Judy King   

15-May-21 Gordon Royle Ian Love Anne Love Awards Night 

22-May-21 Carolyn Choong Ying Mortier & Thibaut Mortier John Detweiler   

29-May-21 Penny Oldfield Tony Morgan Rob Lilburne   

5-Jun-21 Peter Schmitt Jack Richardson Deb Lord WA Day Long Weekend 

12-Jun-21 Alan Boynton Jenny McGillvray Alan Bruce   

19-Jun-21 John Detwiler Monika Peterson  Rachel Palmer   

26-Jun-21 Peter French Gordon Royle Mandy Thomas Winter Warmer  

3-Jul-21 Rob Storer Tom Walsh Lucia Agnello T2 School Holidays 

10-Jul-21 Gordon Royle Rachel Palmer Trish Heath T2 School Holidays - Wimbledon Day* 

17-Jul-21 Carolyn Choong Peter Morgan Helen Morgan  T2 School Holidays 

24-Jul-21 Penny Oldfield Flick York Steve Hollier   

31-Jul-21 Peter Schmitt Gillian Webb Barb Nowak   

7-Aug-21 Alan Boynton Karen Jackson Frank Sweeney   

14-Aug-21 John Detwiler Julie Lilburne Pip Micalizzi   

21-Aug-21 Peter French Sian Evans Janet Ferreira   

28-Aug-21 Rob Storer Suresh Sakar Carolyn Choong   

4-Sep-21 Gordon Royle Nigel Shaw Mel English Dinner Off The Green  

11-Sep-21 Carolyn Choong Rob Storer Noel Hart   

18-Sep-21 Penny Oldfield Neil Croker Ken Houston   

25-Sep-21 Peter Schmitt Leslee Mourdant Nathalie Smalberger Queen's Birthday Long Weekend 

2-Oct-21 Alan Boynton Annie Bull Yasuko Nagai T3 School Holidays 

9-Oct-21 John Detwiler Ross McCallum Rosie McCallum T3 School Holidays - Busy Bee 

16-Oct-21 Peter French Committee Members Committee Members  Opening Day - Bring A Plate 

Any problems, please swap with another member and advise Carolyn Choong on 0412 818 845 or email carolyn_choong@me.com  

    *School Holidays 

    * Social Events / Long Weekends 

Duty Roster and Social Calendar        2020/2021 
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Hinata Nanko 

Caccetta Family 

Blythe Family 

Zachary Lam 

Andrew Reynolds 

Alex Chia 

Andrew Stead 

Alexander Macleay 

Eleanor Jones 

Reece Denham 

Jon Smeulders 

Lily Van Helden 

Christopher Scatena 

Karen Needham 

Andrew Stanbury 

Alex Tang 

Marco Zammuto 

Joyce Family 

Soni Bailey 

Julie Lourie 

Geoffrey Cooper 

 

A warm welcome to all our new members. We hope you have an 

enjoyable year of tennis and look forward to seeing you on the courts.   

FORTHCOMING 
EVENTS 

Alan Boynton 

Alison Webster 

Anne Love 

Annie Bull 

Barb Nowak 

Carolyn Choong 

Cathy Clarke 

Dave Jones 

Di Bowman 

Helen Morgan 

Jack Richardson 

Jackie Darmago 

Janet Ferreira 

Jenny Jones 

John Detweiler 

Julie Lilbourne   

Ken Tovich 

Leslee Mordaunt 

Lisa Boynton 

Liz Schmidt 

Lucia Agnello 

Maddy English 

Mandy Thomas 

Mel English 

Michael Nowak 

Monika Peterson 

Nathalie Smalberger 

Peggy Darmago 

Richard Clarke 

Richard Choong 

Richard Ferreira 

Rosie McCallum 

Ruhi Lacey 

Sian Evans 

Soni Bailey 

Stjepan Maticevic 

Suresh Sakar 

Trish Heath 

Trish Herkess 

 

A BIG thank you to all our volunteers who 
helped out at the Nedlands AMT & Junior 
Classic Tournament. The event wouldn’t 

be the success it was without you! 
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AMT AND JUNIOR CLASSIC TOURNAMENT 

HELD AT NEDLANDS TENNIS CLUB 2021 
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AUSTRALIA DAY BREAKFAST 
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OPENING DAY 2021 

ROUND ROBIN  LEOPARDS 

HALLOWEEN  

AT THE CLUB 

 
SENIORS CHAMPIONS 

WA STATE CHAMPS o/60’s Frank Sweeney & Geoff Thomas 

with Jeff Brett Patten TW board Vice President  
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REGISTER NOW!! 
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Nedlands AMT & Junior Classic Tournament. Nedlands AMT & Junior Classic Tournament 2021 
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